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Thanksgiving Vespers 
Lessons and Hymns 

And Memorial Prayer 
Sunday, November 22 

At 4 p.m.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Evensong 

Sunday, December 13 
at 4 p.m. with 

Christmas Carols  
Preston Shimer, Oboist, 

 Frederick Schell, Organist 
and a Homily by 

The Rev. Richard Davies 

 

300 Students Come Again 
 

For the 16th consecutive year, 300 students in the 
ninth grade of Chartiers Valley High School came 
to Old St. Luke’s on October 28 to hear the per-
formance of our one act play entitled “The Burning 
Faith—The Chartiers Challenge.”  Three groups of 
100 students and teachers watched the play which 
was performed by costumed high school students,  
dramatizing when John Neville was attacked by 
farmers rebelling over the federal excise tax on dis-
tilled spirits.. 
 

Photograph at St. Clair Hospital 
  

A photograph of landmark Old St. Luke’s Church is 
mounted on the wall of the 4th floor renovated 
lobby of St. Clair Hospital, thanks to the donation 
from Mr. and Mrs. Ed Symons. 
 

The Naming Rooms and Providence Point 
 
Providence Point is a new senior residence being 
built by the Baptist Homes Society across the 
boulevard from Kane Hospital and the Jewish Cen-
ter in Scott Township. Some two years ago the 
Rev. Richard Davies spoke to the project officials 
that the site selected was the location of Gen. 
Neville’s 18th century Bower Hill mansion, which 
was burned in the 1794 Whiskey Rebellion. To 
gain greater knowledge of the persons and the 
events, they utilized our book “Rebellion and Reve-
lation.” We can report that all of the Commons area 
rooms, the restaurants and the streets in the cam-
pus have been named for the 1790-1794 person-
alities. 

IN MEMORIUM 
Vinnie DeWinter Ziegler, age 96, on October 23. 
She was a long time member of Old St. Luke’s 
Church.        



Lessons of  Voluntarism 
 

Every generation, including those persons who lived 
after the Revolutionary War, had to learn new ways of 
life, including the difference between compulsion and 
voluntarism, in both church and state..  Here are three 
illustrations: 
 
 1) Local Baptists in 1784 published this announcement:  
“Resolved, that the members shall work at the meeting 
house every day that is appointed under penalty of five 
shillings for neglect.” 
 
2) In the June 21. 1794 issue of the Pittsburgh Gazette 
newspaper, this notice was published:   
 
“A Court of Appeal will be held at the House of the sub-
scriber in Pittsburgh. Tuesday 1st July, at 12 o’clock, 
where the delinquents in the last drafts from this brigade 
of militia, will have the opportunity of offering their ex-
cuses, immediately after which the fines will most seri-
ously be levied according to law.  /s/ Presley NEVILL(e), 
Brigade Inspector Allegheny County Militia, June 20.” 
 
3) In 1784, the Commonwealth of Virginia passed a bill 
which began: :”Whereas the general diffusion of Chris-
tian knowledge hath a natural tendency to correct the 
morals of men, restrain their vices, and preserve the 
peace of society, which cannot be effected without a 
competent provision for learned teachers….  Be it there-
fore enacted by the General Assembly that for the sup-
port of Christian teachers,…..a tax….is hereby as-
sessed, and shall be paid by every person chargeable 
….and the Sheriffs of the several Counties shall have 
the power to levy and collect the same….as are or may 
be prescribed by the laws for raising the revenues of 
this State…....” 
 
James Madison, who often voiced the thoughts of Tho-
mas Jefferson, began a lengthy Remonstrance dated 
June 20, 1785 that: 
“We subscribers, citizens of said Commonwealth, hav-
ing taken into serious consideration a Bill printed by or-
der of the last Session of General Assembly…..conceive 
it will be a dangerous abuse of power, (and) we are 
bound to remonstrance against it….. Because we hold it 
for a fundamental and undeniable truth,’ that religion or 
the duty which we owe to our Creator and the manner of 
discharging it, can be directed only by reason and con-
viction, not by force or violence.  The Religion then of 
every man must be left to the conviction and conscience 
or every man; and it is the right of every man to exercise 
it as they may dictate….It is inalienable also, because 
what is here a  right toward men, is a duty towards the 
Creator…..” 
 
After almost a decade of efforts to end the practice of 
taxing citizens to support certain established churches, 
Thomas Jefferson succeeded in “building a wall of sepa-
ration between church & state.”  (Letter to Danbury, 
Connecticut Baptist Association, January 1, 1802.) 

John McMillan & Francis Reno 
 
What happens when a Presbyterian pastor and a 
Methodist student get together in early western Penn-
sylvania?.  The quick answer is that the student be-
came an Episcopalian.  More of that in a moment. 
 
Who was John McMillan?     Who was John McMillan?     Who was John McMillan?     Who was John McMillan?         

    

McMillan was born is 1752 in rural Fogg’s Manor in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania.  He was raised in the 
aura of the religious revival called the 
Great Awakening and he was influenced 
by the Rev. Samuel Blair whose ministry 
was focused on preparing young men for 
the Presbyterian ministry. He studied at 
Princeton where he accepted the call to 
be ordained .He came to the Chartiers 
Valley to begin a circuit rider ministry. He 
established and was pastor at two missions, Pigeon 
Creek and Chartiers, in 1775.  Due to Indian uprisings, 
McMillan was not able to bring his bride Catherine 

here until 1778. They lived in a 
modest log house in Canons-
burg, They had seven  children.   
 
In 1780 McMillan opened a fron-
tier seminary in a log house, the 
forerunner of Jefferson College, 
which later merged with Wash-

ington College, and also the start of Western Theologi-
cal Seminary in Pittsburgh. (The log house is pre-
served on the campus of the Canonsburg Middle 
School,  McMillan was known as the Apostle of the 
Presbyterian Church.  He died at age 82 in 1833. 
 
Who was Francis Reno?Who was Francis Reno?Who was Francis Reno?Who was Francis Reno?    

    

Francis Reno was born in 1758 and his parents, John 
and Susanna Reno, were descendents of French Prot-
estant Huguenots. He was one of 7 boys and 4 girls  
He married Lydia Saviers in 1784 and they also had 7 
sons and 4 daughters.  Francis was a Methodist. 
 
Francis served in the Revolutionary War and it ap-
pears that he settled in or near the Chartiers Valley.  
He was known by the wealthy Episcopalian John 
Neville, since the General sponsored Reno to study 
under John McMillan at his Presbyterian academy. 
Reno became impressed with the role of bishops in 
the Episcopal Church and the Book of Common 
Prayer. This led Reno to seek ordination in the Episco-
pal Church. He was ordained deacon and then priest 
in 1791. He became the first resident pastor of (Old) 
St. Luke’s Church, Woodville which was built in 1790 
on Major William Lea’s Summerhill plantation, Reno 
served at (Old) St. Luke’s Church through the Whiskey 
Rebellion, until 1797 when he moved to the Ohio Val-
ley and founded several churches in that area. Reno 
died in 1836.  



Our Ethnic Composition  . 
 
 
ethnic background and the number of Scotch-
Irish-Presbyterian churches as indicators, then 
they achieved numerical superiority over the Eng-
lish by 1820. 

Immigrants came to this country bearing their re-
spective nationalities, but as they met and mar-
ried they and their children became American, 
they were challenged to learn what their new na-
tional identity meant in their lives.  

Solon and Elizabeth Buck in their definitive book 
“The Planting of Civilization in Western Pennsyl-
vania” (University of Pittsburgh Press, 1939) re-
ports the ethnic composition of Allegheny County 
in 1790. relying on the work of Howard F. Barker 
and his study of family surnames. 
 
The breakdown includes: 
 
 English 43 percent 
 Scottish 25 percent 
 Irish 16 percent 
 Welsh 8 percent 
 German 6 percent 
 Catholic South Irish 6 percent 
 
The Irish includes Scotch-Irish, Ulster Celts, all of 
whom were Protestant.  It is probable that a large 
proportion of the Scottish percentage, perhaps 
two-thirds, was actually Scotch-Irish.  If the 
Scotch and the Irish are considered as Scotch-
Irish, the combination approaches that of the 
English by 1790.  If you use the  founding families 



MONTOUR’S OHIO RIVER ISLAND AND JOHN NEVILLE 

There is an island, five miles long and only three-eighths 
of a mile wide, situated just below the start of the Ohio 
River at Pittsburgh.  This island was given by King 
George III of England to a veteran of the French, British 
and Indian War named Douglas, who named his land 
Long Island. (King George also gave a land grant of 
some 400 acres to Major William Lea, also a French, 
British and Indian War veteran, which is the site of to-
day’s Old St. Luke’s Church.) Subsequent  residents of 
Long Island were Charles Simms, John Harvie and An-
drew Montour, who then gave his surname to the island.  
 

The Need for Interpeters 

 
In the colonial years, there were three languages spo-
ken around the three rivers  — English, French, and the 
Iroquois tribes. The vital task of communicating and un-
derstanding one another fell to either multi-language 
English sophisticates, or to half breed interpreters. A 
major task in communication was to prevent misunder-
standing and avoid anger and violence. Indispensible 
interpreters also served as guides for colonists and Indi-
ans to meet with their opposites. Indeed, colonial inter-
preters also sought to be peace keepers. 
 
One highly respected interpreter was Andrew Montour. 
Andrew was born around 1700, of both native and Euro-
pean ancestry. His native American name was Sat-
telihu.  He had a French mother, Elizabeth Catherine 
Montour, and his father, Robert Hunter, was a war chief 
of the Oneidas. Andrew’s mother spoke several lan-
guages and she was a translator for settlers and local 
tribes. The Indians greatly respected her skills. It was 
from Elizabeth that Andrew received his surname, and  
the gift of languages which enabled him to earn a very 
comfortable living.  It was said that he looked European 
except for the band of paint on his forehead.  He wanted 
to live in both the white and Indian worlds. He served 
with Washington at Fort Necessity and with Gen. Brad-
dock in the French, British and Indian War and the 
founding of Fort Pitt, and countless other engagements 
between the colonial English and Indians. He was tragi-
cally murdered by a Seneca Indian in 1772. 
 
Andrew’s son was John, born in 1744. When he was ten 
years old, he was enrolled in the preparatory school at 
the College of William and Mary. He learned to read and 
write in English as well as his native Delaware tongue, 
and the Wyandot and Mingo languages.. 
 
About 1770, young John chose to live on Long Island in 
the Ohio River, which he renamed Montour’s Island.  As 
the tension about American Independence was increas-
ing, John’s work as an interpreter significantly increased  
In 1773 Chief Pontiac led a rebellion which touched 
many British forts, including the one called Fort Dun-

more, (Fort Pitt). Lord Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, 
led a counterattack on the Shawnee Indians, and John 
was called on to serve at the Treaty negotiations in 
1774 at Pittsburgh. 
 
When the Revolutionary War began American patriots  
were concerned that the Indians remain neutral between 
the Americans and the British. John was the primary 
interpreter.  He strategically took the risk of alternating 
his activity between the English and Indian leaders.   
 

John Neville’s presence 

  

When the British troops left Fort Pitt in 1772. both Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania laid claim to the Ohio Valley re-
gion. The local role of John Neville might have begun as 
a participant with Braddock’s attack on Fort Duquesne.  
In 1776 he took charge of Fort Pitt and a vital part of his 
duties included hosting treaty negotiations with the Indi-
ans, aidied by the work of translators  It is ironic that 
Presley Neville spoke French fluently.          
 
In 1776 Montour’s Island was surveyed by William 
Crawford for Captain John Neville. and other parties. 
Neville, was an ambitious land speculator, and he be-
came the new owner of Montour’s Island.  Neville’s local 
ownership then included the Woodville and Bower Hill 
plantations straddling Chartiers Creek, and a two story 
frame house at Ferry and Water streets in Pittsburgh.  
After the 1794 Whiskey Rebellion, he and his wife Wini-
fred lived in their Pittsburgh house until she died in 
1797. He moved to the home on Neville Island and he 
lived there until he died in 1803. The home was later 
occupied by Isaac and Amelia (Neville) Craig.  Owning 
both a city and country home was not only stylish, but it 
gave the opportunity to leave the congestion in Pitts-
burgh and Small Pox disease that often plagued city life. 
 
Isaac and Amelia Craig eventually occupied Neville Is-
land until he died in 1826  Amelia stayed there until she 
died in in 1849.  Thereafter, the Neville Island site was 
deeded to successive generations of the Neville family. 
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