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On Friday, April 17, we welcomed Laurence Libin, Musi-
cal Instrument Curator of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, New York City, and Honorary Curator of Steinway & 
Sons, New York, to examine our 1823 Joseph Harvey 
pipe organ, as part of the preparation for the 2010 na-

tional annual 
convention of 
The Organ His-
torical Society 
convention to 
be held at Sta-
tion Square, 
Pittsburgh June 
21 to 25.  Local 
leaders of the 
Society include 
J a m e s  M . 
Stark ,  and 
Philip Maye.   

 
The purpose of the visit to Old St. Luke’s was to learn 
more about Joseph Harvey’s craftsmanship, and if he 
did build our instrument in England, and how identical 
our organ is with another  English cabinet organ in Zelie-
nople Harvey is known to have built in his Pittsburgh 
shop in 1838.  
We expect to 
host over one 
hundred guests 
from the con-
vention for a 
demonstration 
of our historic 
organ. 
 
Perhaps Dr.
Libin will be 
able to help  us    
confirm that 
our organ was  
built in England 
by Harvey in 
1823..      

Joining in the examination is (from left)  
John Cawkins, our recording engineer; 
Laurence. Libin; Walt Atkins, our organ 
tuner; and James Stark, 2010 Conven-
tion Chairman. 
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This log house was built by Juboe Kerr at some point in 
the 1800’s, and it was owned by Thomas Steel.  It  was 
located on the former Kerr Road, now the Lindsay 
Road, in Scott Township. This photo is undated, but an 
earlier photo (framed at Old St. Luke’s Church), showing 
several members of the Nixon family, is dated l900.  The 
former Samuel Smith Nixon residence and the former 
elementary school named for him (closed in 1995) were 
about 1000 feet from the site of this log house. There is 
no known record of when this house was demolished. 
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Mingo Creek Presbyterian Church is located on Rt. 88, 
at Venetia Road, one mile south of Finleyville, Pa. It was 
one of the most important sites in the 1790’s, because it 
was a natural meeting place for local farmers as they 
discussed their grievances over the tax on whiskey.  
David Bradford, a lawyer from nearby Washington led 
others to form the 
D e m o c r a t i c -
Republican anti-
federalist political 
party there, one of 
the roots of today’s 
two party political 
system. The pur-
pose was to agitate 
against the tax, and 
to forcibly prevent 
its collection.  On 
July 16, 1794, the 
local militia met 
there to plan their 
attack on John Neville’s Bower Hill mansion. Capt. John 
McFarlane, who led the attack, was killed at Bower Hill, 
and he and several others who were involved in the re-
bellion are buried there. 
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On February 4, 1976, Agnes Robinson spoke to the 
sixth grade class of the Roberts Elementary School to 
share some of her memories of the history of Scott 
Township.  In this excerpt she refers to a “band hall,” a 
one room school, and two churches.  The band hall 
was a dance hall that was situated where the Chartiers 
United Presbyterian Church (Woodville and Heidel-
berg Churches merged in 1959) is now located, and 
the school was a former public school situated directly 
beside Old St. Luke’s Church. 
 
“….Right back of the old stone church 
stood the school, where I went to 
school. It had first through sixth 
grades and one teacher, Mrs. Cribs.  
It had two pot belly stoves, one 
teacher’s desk, but no water, lights  
or bathrooms.  The bell is now in the 
yellow brick church.  The minister, Mr. 
Ramsey, bought the school and used 
the wood to build a double house.  There was a coal 
house and a strong boy would run there to bring up 
two buckets of coal.  To get water, we used a bucket 
and went over to my house.  The school wasn’t condu-
cive to have church services.  You could not have eve-
ning services without lights.  For a while we wor-
shipped in St. Luke’s Church. Then people went 
across the field to the Band Hall, where people went 

on Saturday night 
to have a good 
time.  My grandfa-
ther was very reli-
gious, and he 
couldn’t see going 
to church on Sun-
day morning in the 
same room where 
they all had been 
having a good time 
on Saturday night.  
So Band Hall was 
bought and made  
into a church. It 

was still a Band Hall, so they decided to put a steeple 
on the top of it to make it look like a church.  The peo-
ple could not forget it was a Band Hall, so my grandfa-
ther and others said 
we have to build a 
church,  next to the 
other church. Our 
new church was  fin-
ished in 1915 in 
Woodville. That’s the 
church I went to and 
was brought up in....”   

The Church was replaced in 1838 by this 
Meetinghouse, and displays many arti-
facts.  A cemetery surrounds the building. 

The public school is shown on the far 
left.  Photo was taken before 1903. 

The Presbyterian Sunday School class standing beside (Old) St. 
Luke’s Church.  Agnes Robinson is in the front row, left. 
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has opened two exhibits,  entitled “Lincoln: The 
Constitution and the Civil War, “ and a comple-
mentary exhibit “Lincoln Slept Here” on the 
President’s connection with western Pennsyl-
vania. This feature continues until February 2010. 
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On Sunday June 
7, the Faure 
String Trio pre-
sented a recital 
of “Oil on Can-
vas” by Giorgio 
Mirto, and in-
spired by three 
famous painters.    
 

In addition, the Trio added violinist Juan Carlos 
Soto, and Eric Brockschmidt, guitarist, to play 
“Trio 451,” also by Mirto and dedicated to the 
Faures.   Admission was free.   
 

It has been said that a pebble cast in a pond 
casts a wide circle.  Webb Garrison in his booklet 
“A Treasury of Pennsylvania Tales” (Rutledge Hill 
Press) says that the Whiskey Rebellion had a far 
greater impact on American history than most 
people know.  

 
President Lincoln learned what 
President Washington did to quell 
the 1794 Whiskey Rebellion in the 
Chartiers Valley and he used that 
precedent  when  he called out the 
troops in the Civil War.  It has been 
said that Lincoln learned about 
Washington’s moves from the Gov-

ernor or a Senator from Pennsylvania.  Garrison 
says that in his research for his book he found 
that Lincoln already knew a great deal about the 
Whiskey Rebellion, the federal response and 
Washington’s military action to enforce the law. 
“Without that knowledge, I do not know if we 
would have had a Civil War,” Garrison opined. 
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